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. Nee~tirhetabJ~for.piIllont'. .

'Iy 'JOSSFEltiGOLD .'terrlngso~to an~go~. .,' .

Twoweeksago.Ijoinedfaurother ment.and
.

' then~fo1lowe~tbrough,one
senato1'smtravelingtoIraq.My . ,'..dayearl:Y.Andtheu.S.tesPondedto.

. hnt>tessionsfrotuthetrip-t1ie'- >.-~~DahAJia1-SistaDi's:iDsis-
shockexpresS'ed bYmtcolleaguesatthe !,!: 'tenCe on tbeneed!orear11electionsbY
deteriot'ationofthegenera1securtty' "caDi:ug{orvotingbyasetdate. .
situation, tb.eprlde ofourforces inFanu-, WorJdI]g:wit]iIra.q'sinteritn.govern-
jaJiwhentheYdescribetherelativeCa:1m '.. IIlent.t1)eUnitedNations.coaJit1onforo-
tbatprewilstberetodaytud~~ es.~forceslUld thecourageoQSpeople
~Ireceivedfrom.everyonewhenI ofIrag,_stackto theplanand,all ofus
asked."Who1s1heenem:1here?"-rem. . ~eda.~~bUrstofop6mjsut;
forcemybeUefthatthe situation mIra.q 15 ~t'he ba1!otingdayitselL " .
tIemendous1.Ycomplexandthestakesare' - Cleargoals~d timeframeshavel'eSUlt,
veryhlgb;. .' ~edib~resattsh1thesecases. .

But;IaJsOknowtbata complexsitua~ : 'T.bereatetealpo1iticaJ.andstrategic .
tionisnoexcu$eforQ.vaguepolieyora ~' ~to clarif.yi:agoartimefran1e..
ttrls~setadrlft.'. '..' ,Unc:ertainty~utjUstbmrlongour "

W1UlelwasttlBaebn~d.acoalition 0 '.' troopspla]itoStayinJraqf~mtotbe
o1ficerconfidea.tometbathe ~ . .:.suspiclonandconspiracyt;beories about
U.s. timetab1eforpWllDgoutwould "take U.8.mf2ntibnstbatareaIreadyprevaIent

. .thewinap1Xtofthesana"oftheinsur.intheregion;.' : . ' '.

gent$.Th~~Onhas hadno. .' Thosewhoshould beouraJJies.1ike
problexnset&gtimetab~iD:Iraqt:Or,tb.e ,'~~kaqi;leadet'slookmgforways to
both theelectWnand thetra:nsferOfso'Vet'- . unite the countryacross ethniClines ~
eiglity. .' '.' .~Jpqi~tdentity~aI:e.
.. :aYsettin8ac1ear'PJIletab1eforr-educ--. borindtQfeel~toca:q..
iDgtheUAmfiita17presenceina~' forU.s. withdrawal ' . ".~ .
'$ib1e1ray, we taIl underminetbe:rnotiva::- . .Bysettmgoutadesrtimetable ,wecan
tion ofjjhadjsfromm:oundtb.e:woddwho reJIlOveonepotarlialproblemfrom.1heJrI

cometo1raqtofiJdrtAmeric~We. a1readyfaJl~.. . . . !
sbo~befomtSedon~1:b1ganddefea.t.' . 'fhemostt'fVl'lmonartmnent~I

~~networkstbatWish to dous ' ,c:1arJfyU:IghowIongwep1antokeeptroo~
harmarm:mcltbe~1d.fah'aqgoes ~Ukethis:1!we, !

Weshonld%!OtbeCOJrtributlng:toa '. l'eVealathx1etab~jnsm-gentsandtenor- i
sitoatiOnin which7raq)Jas becomethe istsWiUshu}iJ:ylay in wait. eIU,ergjnghl :
primetraiuinggroqndforterroristsVlbo. fot'cetoachievetJieitgoalsoncewea1'e :
wm thenfanoutaround thewor1d,IIl~ gOQe. .,' . ,
as Afghanistan wa!!beforeSepln.. -'Butany~ tip1e~forU.s.

JfweknoY7p.ow~Xra.qi~ we wit1idJ;a.walWouIdbebaSed on tlie esta1?-
, needtotmD.imdhownmchtraming1s~entofa'c:ompetentJraqiforce.

required tobistDlreal Competen~an4' . "An1ericans'wOn'tJea.v.euntiltbatfOrce is-
hO\Vm8IJytnmeJ:s'Wehave,thenw,e , re~.An:1raiIiforce, \VhichwouIdnot .
oughtto have a sense 9fhow:muchtime it stiffet'froni.transIa.tor'shorlages or CI,1l~'
\Vi11?kefor Jraqlforcestoassumethe I a1~es, istheri£:htfprce-tohandle
te$poi1s1b~thatowtroopsarebear- ,anyresurgentthreat., .

ing.Inotb:erwords,itshouldnotbebstd' Otri:~onthegto1mdaretru1y -ft

'tocorneupwitha.timetabIe-oMthatis A'(D~~g!n theirresolve. tbeirpro!essjon.
.flexible andIi:ckedto olearacb.ievemenfs; .a1ismandthcl:rsfuceredes1retohelpthe
notngroorSrbitrary. ' " . peop1eofInq.1Idonotbavewordstod&-

, TheAn1er.icanpeop1euebe1rJgtold -: '. sc:ribebowvaypmudhmofall.tb.eser- .
thatthereis nowaytokn9WV{he)lO!-1I" v1cifu1enan4~particu1ar1y~
troopscoWdcomehom.e.Thereis~ ft'dmW'lSCOmin,whoml:r;netwith:mIraq.
mysteriousaboq1,developitJgaclearma- ' AndIamevenmoreCOJlvh1cedthat we
tegic lIIan and asserting clear goa1s. dothetnnofavors ~ wefalltoartic- . .

~tworecenf.successes that uIateacleaJ:'andresponsiblepJantobring
havebeen,i:ightly,muChbenldedbythe tbeinhorne. .' . ,
adn'rlnistration. . .. .,' . , ~

The United States SE;!ta date fortraI1s- SelLBussF.eingo/disalJenJOo/BlfromW/SCO(7$/n.


