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Need tlmetable for pullout

'ﬁuuss FEINGOLD

wo weeks ago.IJoinedfeurotha-

senators jn traveling to Iraq. My

impressions from the trip—the
shockexpm;sedbymycu]leaguesatme
deterioration of the generdl security
situation, the pride of our forces in Fallu-
jali when they describe the relative ¢calm
that prevails there today and the different
answers Ireceived from everyone whenl
asked, “Whois the enemyhere?"' —rein-
force my belief that the situation inIraq is
tremendously complex and the stakes are:

very high..
Buﬂa]soknowthatacomplexma

tionisnoexcuse for a vague polieyora .

mission setadrift - )
WhileIwas th Baghdad, a coalition .

officer confided to me thathe believeda"

U.S. timetable for pulling out would “take
the wind out of the sails” of the insur-
gents. The administrationhas hadno
problem setting timetablesinIrag urthe
boﬂnhedecbonandﬂletransfer

Bysettmgaclaarttmetableforreduc—

mgtheU.S.mﬂmrypmencemareqpon_'

‘gible way, we can tndermine the motiva:
tion of jihadis from around the world who
come to Iraq to fight Americans. We
should be focused on fighting and defeat-
ingterroristnetworksthat wishtodous -
barm around the world

We should not be contributingtoa .
sitnationin which Iraq has become the

for terrorists who

prime training ground.
will then fan out around the world, mych ~

as Afghanistan was before Sept 1L

X we know how many Iragi troops we
. nmdtoitdmandhowmnchtramingls
required to instill réal competenceand’
howmany trainers we have, then we

ought to have a sense of howmnch time it

wﬂltakefnr]raqlforcestoassmethz ’
rwponsihﬂxﬁ&ethatourt-oopsarebear
ing. In other words, it should not be hard
‘to corme up with a timetable — onethat is
.ﬂexfbleandlmkedtoclearachievamenfs
notrigid or arbitrary.
TheAmerica.npeopIeaxebemgtoId
that there is no way to know when our
troops could come home. There is nothing
mysterious aboytdeveloping 4 clear stra-
tegic plan and asserting clear goals.
hmceonsmertwomcenfmthbayim
administration.
TheUmtedStatessetadatefornms

{erring sovereignty to anIratpgovérn
ment, and then we followed through, one
' dayearly. And the U_S. respondedto -
ChandAyatol]ahAhal-Sistam sinsis-
*ténceontheneedforearly elections by
. callingfor voting by a set date.

“ Workingwith Iraq’s interim govern-

* ment, the United Nations, coalition fore-

es, Iragiforces and the courageous people

nfkaq,westucktoﬂxeplanandallofus

- gained amuch-needed burst of optimism::

‘ from the belloting day ifself.
Cleargoalsandhmeﬁameshmmult

+ ed ih clear results in these cases.

. There arereal political and strategic -
advantages.

to clarifying our timeframe. .
- Uncertainty about justhow longour ™
'troops plahi to stay inIrag feeds-into the
. suspicion and conspiracy theories about
U.S.intenﬁmsthata.rea]readyprevalem
intheregion. .
'Ihnsewhoshouldbeomaﬂja; like

I'CII'U.S wrthﬂrawal. 2
. By setting out a clear timetable, weca.n
removeonepotennalpmblemfmm.their
a}mﬂyfnﬂlplate. .
Thamostcummanargumentagajnat 1
clarifying howlong we plan to keep troops
inIrag goes somethinglike this:Xfwe - |
revealaﬁmetable,msmgentsandterror |
ists will simply lay in wait, emerging in
fm:cetnach:ev‘eﬁe:rgoals once weare

gone.

But responsibletlmetahleforU.S
itirerel onibe i on o il

a

* Americans won'tleave until that force is-
ready. AnIraqiforce, which wouldnot -
suffer from translator shortages or cultin
al differences, is theright forceto handle

; anymurgenithreax.

Oux troops on the ground are truly -
_amazing in theirresolve, thau*protessloh
“alismand their sincere desire to help the
- people of Iraq.ldo not have words to de-

. Scribehow very proud I am of all the ser-
vicemenandwum.en,parﬁcnlaﬂyﬂ:ode
from Wisconsin, whom et with in Iraq.

AndTam everimore convmcadthatwe
ﬂothemnofavorswhenmﬁiltoaruc»
ulateadearandmponaiblep]antobnng
- thembome.

SalﬂmFemgdd:saDemmm wm

L]




